EUROPEAN PATENT OFFICE 



Patent Abstracts of Japan 



PUBLICATION NUMBER : 2001325460 

PUBLICATION DATE : 22-11-01 

APPLICATION DATE : 17-05-00 

APPLICATION NUMBER : 2000144293 



APPLICANT : SONY CORP; 



INVENTOR : YOSHINOBU HITOSHI; 



INT.CL. : G06F 17/60 G06F 13/00 H04N 7/16 



TITLE : SYSTEM FOR SERVICE FOR 

LIMITING/CANCELING CONTENTS 
REPRODUCING 




ABSTRACT : PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To enable purchase for the unit of contents by easily 
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SOLUTION: Concerning each of media, reproducing limiting (enciphering) is loaded so as 
to view only a prescribed audition part. When the purchase of contents recorded on the 
medium is requested from a terminal 2, a managing center 3 calculates rates 
corresponding to the purchase period of contents from the rate table of respective 
contents held in a managing center server 4 and reports the rates to the user. Besides, 
when a rate paying procedure is performed from the terminal 2, the managing center 4 
transmits a reproducing limit cancel code to the terminal 2. On the basis of the 
reproducing limit cancel code, the terminal 2 can reproduce all the purchased contents just 
for the purchased period. 
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